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Jewish faith from Russia. This letter I transmitted to His
Majesty and in due course it reached the Minister of the
Interior. In my premiership a special commission was
appointed to study the matter. The commission after long
deliberations recommended to give up the interpretation of
the treaty clause which offended the Americans, but this
recommendation led to no practical consequences. In the
end the United States Government abrogated the treaty,
and we lost the friendship of the American people.
I made my return trip to Europe on board a German
steamer which was even faster and more luxuriously
equipped than the one which took me to the United States.
The people of New York gave me a hearty farewell, and
on the steamer the passengers treated me with much kind-
ness and deference. In the first military port which we
entered a military salute was fired in our honour.
The following is the text of the letter in which Czar
Nicholas informed me of his decision to honour me with
the title of Count and expressed his appreciation of my
services in successfully concluding an honourable treaty of
peace:
October 8, 1905.
Count Sergey Yulyevich:
In my constant solicitude for Russia's peaceful prosperity, I agreed
to accept the amicable proposal of the President of the North-
American United States for a meeting of Russian and Japanese
plenipotentiaries for the purpose of determining the possibility of
putting an end to the miseries and horrors of a protracted war,
which has already involved so many sacrifices on both sides. My
confidence has imposed upon you the mission of going to the United
States as my first plenipotentiary and of entering into negotiations
should Japan's terms prove admissible, for the purpose of concluding
peace on the basis of principles which I had elaborated with precision.
Both in the detailed discussion of the preliminary terms and in tibc
final drafting of the peace treaty you acquitted yourself brilliantly of
the task confided to your charge* You acted firmly and with the